[The application of needle video-assisted thoracoscopic biopsy in pathologic diagnosis and staging for advanced lung cancer].
To study the clinical application of needle video-assisted thoracoscopic biopsy in the pathologic diagnosis and staging for advanced lung cancer. Ninety-four patients were diagnosed as having advanced lung cancer staged IIIa-IV by chest X-ray, computed tomography and magnetic resonance imaging, for which a pathologic diagnosis was not made by sputum and pleural effusion cytology or bronchoscopic examination. Needle video-assisted thoracoscopic biopsy was performed for primary lesions, mediastinal lymph nodes, metastatic lesions in the lungs and the chest wall. Pathologic samples were obtained in 89 of the 94 patients by needle video-assisted thoracoscopic surgery. The successful rate was 95%. After operation, the pathologic diagnosis was confirmed to be lung cancer in all the 89 patients. Adenocarcinoma was found in 47 patients, squamous carcinoma in 23, adenosquamous carcinoma in 12, and small cell lung cancer in 7. Compared to the clinical diagnosis before operation, the pathologic diagnosis post-operation was changed in 15 patients. Pneumothorax and mild haemoptysis occurred in 4 patients and 2 of the cases respectively. All the patients were followed for 8 - 18 months with computed tomography and physical examination. No implantation metastasis was found. Needle video-assisted thoracoscopic biopsy is an effective diagnostic measure for patients with advanced lung cancer for which pathologic diagnosis, typing and staging are not determined by routine examinations.